the course of which his father had suggested that he
might be deluding himself as to her feelings for Mm,
And Michel had sworn that she herself should write
to him. This he now asked her to do.
In her delight and surprise, not wanting even to
give herself time for reflection for fear that if she did so
her courage might ooze away, Catherine sat down and
wrote as directed. Her letter to Monsieur Varambaud
and her letter to Michel telling him she had done as he
asked arrived by the same post. But, checked suddenly
in the full flush of her excitement by the fear of pro-
ceeding too quickly, and almost as if frightened by the
sight of the goal drawing nearer, she asked Monsieur
Varambaud to exercise the greatest possible discretion
with her mother, adding that any attempt to break
the news to her yet would certainly prove premature.
And she tried to induce Michel too to look at it from her
point of view.
Now, she wrote, that he had succeeded in getting his
own family to entertain the idea of their marriage,
they must try and manoeuvre her mother into a
similar position. No need to break any windows,
except as a last resort. Once her mother had definitely
said no she would be most unlikely to go back on her
decision. In fact, it might even be a good thing that
their union could not in any case be immediate. And
even as she confessed her weakness and timidity she
begged him to believe in her and to leave her to act
as she saw fit, adding that she could not bear tc
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